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Characteristics of a statistical classification
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Statistical classifications are characterised by:
a. exhaustive coverage of the observed universe;
b. mutually exclusive categories: each element 

should be classified in only one category of the 
classification;

c. methodological principles which allow the 
consistent allocation of the elements to the 
various categories of the classification.



Characteristics of an activity classification
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• cover all activities, goods and services
• no distinction between "legal" and "illegal" activities, 

goods and services 
• cover also unofficial activities
• are neutral to technology (i.e. use of IT)
• no distinction as to production methods (i.e. 

automatized (such as by robots) vs. "by hand") 
• no distinction as to production volumes, turnover or 

number of staff
• no distinction between for example environmentally 

friendly or "traditional" processes and products
• are not demand or end use based



PHS sector coverage
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• No harmonized EU data on households as employers
 SBS (Structural Business Statistics) covers NACE Rev. 2 

divisions 49.42, 56.2, 81.21, 96.01, 96.02, but excludes 
micro-enterprises!

• Administrative data is to some extent collected at national 
level
 But, not covering the same areas!

• Examples:
 France - PEA = Produit particuliers employeurs périodes 

anonymisées (EN: Annual dissemination product on 
employment and wage data for employees of individual 
employers)

 Germany - Statistik der Bundesagentur für Arbeit



PHS sector coverage – France and Germany
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France – PEA - Produit particuliers employeurs périodes 
anonymisées:

Germany - Statistik der Bundesagentur für Arbeit:

81.21 General cleaning of buildings
88.10 Social work activities without accommodation for the elderly and disabled
88.91 Child day-care activities
97.00 Activities of households as employers of domestic personnel

97.00 Activities of households as employers of domestic personnel



PHS sector coverage – CPA subcategories 
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CPA CPA description
49.42.11 Removal services for households
56.21.11 Event catering services for private households
81.21.11 General home cleaning services

Included in the subcategory are: “handyman” services such as fixing leaking toilets, changing a
light fixtures etc. at home

81.30.11 Home garden maintenance
85.10.10 Pre-primary education services
88.10.11 Visiting and assistance services for the elderly
88.10.14 Visiting and assistance services for persons with disabilities
88.91.13 Baby-sitting services
96.01.15 Textile cleaning services at home
96.02.14 Hairdressing and barbers services, cosmetic treatment, manicuring and pedicuring services, at

home
97.00.11 Services of households as employers of domestic personnel providing child care services
97.00.12 Services of households as employers of domestic personnel providing assistance services for the

elderly, without medical care
97.00.13 Services of households as employers of domestic personnel providing assistance services for

disabled adults, without medical care
97.00.14 Services of households as employers of domestic personnel providing housing and household

assistance services for daily life
97.00.19 Other services of households as employers of domestic personnel



"Haushaltsnahe Dienstleistungen"
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Narrow scope by Bundesministeriums für Wirtschaft und 
Technologie:

Definition NACE class NACE description

Hausmeisterdienste 81.10 Private security activities

Putzfrau; Reinigungskraft 81.21 General cleaning of buildings

Gartenhilfe 81.30 Landscape service activities

Seniorenbetreuung 88.10 Social work activities without accommodation 
for the elderly and disabled

Kinderbetreuung 88.91 Child day-care activities



"Haushaltsnahe Dienstleistungen"
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Broad scope by Bundesministeriums für Wirtschaft und 
Technologie:

Definition NACE class NACE description
Kfz-Pflege 45.20 Maintenance and repair of motor vehicles

Haushaltsauflösung/ Entrümpelung 47.79 Retail sale of second-hand goods in stores

Abhol- und Bringdienste; Transport der Kinder 
(zur Schule/Verein)

49.32 Taxi operation

Botendienste; Amtsgänge 53.20 Other postal and courier activities

Partyservice 56.21 Event catering activities

Essenslieferung –und Zubereitung 56.29 Other food service activities

Tagesmütter-, -Vätervermittlung 78.10 Activities of employment placement agencies

Hausmeisterdienste (Reparieren, 
Winterdienst)

81.10 Private security activities

Putzen 81.21 General cleaning of buildings



"Haushaltsnahe Dienstleistungen" cont.
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Broad scope by Bundesministeriums für Wirtschaft und 
Technologie:

Definition NACE class NACE description

Gartenarbeit, -Gestaltung, -Pflege 81.30 Landscape service activities

Schriftverkehr 82.19 Photocopying, document preparation and other 
specialised office support activities

Kfz- An- und –Ummeldung 82.99 Other business support service activities n.e.c.

Betreuung von Senioren, Körperpflege; Pflege 
von Senioren und Kranken

88.10 Social work activities without accommodation 
for the elderly and disabled

Kinderbetreuung (Wochenend-, Notfall-, Nacht 
und Ferienbetreuung)

88.91 Child day-care activities

Bügeln; Waschen; Gardinen-, Matratzen-, 
Teppichreinigung

96.01 Washing and (dry-)cleaning of textile and fur 
products

Tierbetreuung 96.09 Other personal service activities n.e.c.



Update of NACE Rev. 2

• NACE Rev. 2 dates from 2006.
• Changes in the economic structures and organization, as 

well as technological developments, have introduced new 
activities.

• Several EU Member States have pointed out that the 
relevance of NACE Rev. 2 is diminishing and that some 
parts of the classification no longer reflect the economy of 
today.

• In response, Eurostat have conducted a first consultation of 
the EU Member States on the needs for change.

• +/- 400 proposals of changes.
• Next step: Go-ahead from the UNSD
• Time frame: 3-5 years from start of process 
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Update of NACE Rev. 2 - proposals
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France:

• Three classes largely cover personal service activities: 
activities of households employing domestic services 
(97.00), home help (88.10) and care for young children 
(88.91). However, the field thus defined is both too broad 
and too narrow: it includes activities carried out outside the 
home (such as childcare in crèche and day-care centres), 
while many organizations are not counted because they are 
classified according to their activities, for example 
education (85.51, 85.52, 85.59), tutoring (85.59), or 
home computer support (62.09). It is therefore difficult to 
identify undertakings producing personal services from the 
usual sources and the NACE classification.



Update of NACE Rev. 2 - proposals
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Germany:

• Due to demographic reasons and economic changes there is 
an increasing importance of household service activities like 
cleaning, cooking, laundering, child care etc., offered as a 
broad set or bundle of support activities.
 Create a new class for non-specialised household 

service activities.



Thank you for your attention!

Any questions?

Michael Mietzner
Bech Building – 5 rue Alphonse Weicker

L-2721 Luxembourg 
Tel.: +352-4301-35801

michael.mietzner@ec.europa.eu
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